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THE PROBLEM

Teenage Pregnancy

Sierra Leans has ocne of the highest rates of
iteenage pregnancy in the world. 21% of
acdolescent girls In Sierra  Leone  ane
pregnant or have given birth before the
age of 19,

The Regisrration of Custamany Marfiags and
D e At (2005 contains a critacal
lzaphale thet permits mariage of

16 -ym r-odds with parentsl consent
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Giris are considened ripe for marriaoe and
pregnancy once thay undargo FGM and
mkiation. Thare & & lack of political will to
claa | it FOM
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teenage pregnancy programemas is largely
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Adolescent Youlth Friendly Services are yet to
o fully scalad up across districls
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Thing is fracgemmentation of Tha palicy and
furnding landscape
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WHAT DID WE DO?

Igentitied gaps In legislation, pallcies and plans fecused
on preventing avd responding 10 Teenage pregnancy

213 indwerat el ard
1tial dau et

Desk review

b i TEE S Ap R L
MZaTn, PO, wred
il wp{any il i

Interviews

=i re o bk
FacUs Growps =weiern anes ol

danvd Lol EETnaTL

RECOMMENDATIONS

1l Harmenise the age of consent fior both
farmal and customary law so that the
Sexual Offenses Act, the Child Rkghts Act
and customary laws all consider 18 years as
the age of consent

2] Support review of the Mational Strategy
far the Feduction of FGM 3006 to 2020,
arndd implement the revised strategy

2 Train ol nkan ahapers st comimunity-less|
as chamipions for creating awaneness and
conducting outreach activities relatsd to
reduction of teenage pregnancy and child
rrarriagpe

4] Address structural barriers that girls face
im accessing sexual and reproductive health
SEMCES,

Ll Coordinate efforts to ensure that the
various groups are not working in silos

Sourca: Mational Secratariat on the Reduction of
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